This Week’s Bible Study:

ESSENTIALS IN SIMPLY FOLLOWING JESUS

1. “Renovation of the Heart!”          

Study Guide for:  September 8-9, 2007                                           Scripture:  I Timothy 1:12-17              

Theme:  “The chief purpose of mankind is to glorify God in this life and in the life to come!”                          

READ IT:

This week Pastor Scott begins a new fall series of messages: “Simply following Jesus.”  At its heart, that’s what being a Christian is about.  It’s simply following Jesus!                                                

But before we do any talking about what it means to ‘follow Jesus’, we must first understand how one establishes a relationship with Jesus.  It begins with a “renovation of the heart”.  In the Gospel of John, chapter three, Jesus reminded a man named Nicodemus that in order for Him to “enter the Kingdom of God,” or to actually come under God’s rule and have a right relationship with Him, a person must be “born again.” (John 3:3)

In all four gospels, Jesus makes it very clear that having a relationship with God is more than merely believing in Him and following some religious rules.  Jesus calls people to respond first to Him—to who He is and what He has done.  In John 1:12 we read, “but to all who received Him, who believed in His Name, He gave power to become children of God…”

A “renovation of the heart”, that’s where following Jesus really begins.  It’s on that basis that you become a member of God’s family.  It simply means believing in and receiving Jesus.

In this study, the Apostle Paul tells his story of what he once was and how God renovated his heart when he became a follower of Jesus.  From the beginning point, Paul came to view his life from a whole new perspective and purpose.  Perhaps you will too!

KNOW:

1 In verse 12, why did Paul thank Jesus? (1:12)                                        
2 How does Paul describe his past life?                                          

· In the context of vs. 13 and 14 how do you explain “mercy” and grace?     

3 What does Paul state as the reason why Jesus came into the world? (1:15)    

4 How does Paul describe what God did for him through Jesus? (1:16-17)

BE:

1 Why do you think Paul took the time to explain his “past life” to Timothy?                                         
2 Reflect on your own life, how can you identify with Paul?                                                                                     
3 How and when has God shown his grace and mercy to you?                  
4 Take a moment and read Ephesians 2:1-5.  Explain why it is essential that a person must be “born again”?
5 As you consider being a follower of Jesus, why must it begin in your heart?
DO:

1 One day when you die and stand before the Lord and He asks you “why” should I allow you into my heaven”? What will you say?

2 Christ invites you to receive His gift of new life!  Will you receive it and publicly acknowledge this by being baptized?                                          

      3     With whom will you share your experience how Christ renovated your heart and changed                  your life?                       
